 Reading Assignment Rubric and Questions 

What is Critical Reading? 

It is a process that goes beyond just understanding a text. Critical reading evaluates the reading, identifies strengths, weaknesses and its relationship to its larger cultural context. As a reader, you are asked to take a step beyond simply reading the text, but exploring what the text is saying to a larger audience, what connections the author is making, and evaluating for yourself if the author has succeeded in getting their point across. 

Instructions
For this assignment, you will read Binyavanga Wainaina’s “How to Write About Africa” and answer the four questions below. Answers must be at least 200 words long and can include external source material, which must be cited. If you use external materials, you must include a bibliography. 


	
	Exemplary (80%- 100%) 

	Proficient (80-70%)

	Developing (60%-70%) 
	Unacceptable (<60%)

	Comprehension:
1 point
	Demonstrates complete knowledge of the text and accurately identifies key ideas and how they relate to the questions. 
	Has a good grasp of the text and identifies key ideas and how they relate to the questions. 
	Showed partial knowledge of some of the text. Struggles to identify key ideas in the text in order to answer the questions. 

	Showed minimal knowledge of the text and provided no description of any key ideas in the text in their answers. 


	Explication: 
1 point
	Accurately explains ideas from the text and makes specific connections to the discipline/course content 
	Accurately explains ideas but makes vague or general but still appropriate connections to the course content
	Is very general about ideas in the text and connections to course content are too vague or general to be appropriate
	Does not explain ideas from the text and makes no connections to course content. 

	Reflection: 
1 point
	Effectively explains personal insights, opinions and feelings and thoroughly explains how they relate to the text.  
	Explains personal insights, opinions and feelings and generally explains how they relate to the text
	Somewhat explains personal insights, but does not effectively explain how they relate to the text 
	Does not explain personal insights or how they relate to the text. 




Questions 



1. What tone does the author use throughout the text? Why do you think he chose this particular tone for the piece? 

2. How does this text tie into what we have learned and read about so far in the course? 

3. In Paragraph 12, Wainaina writes about how animals “should” be treated in writing about Africa. What connections can you see between the statements in this paragraph and other books, tv shows, movies or other media you have encountered? 

4. Tell me about the author and describe how information about him could help someone with reading and understanding the text? 
